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Mr*  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1936. 


UENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) . 

Population  (Census  1931)  . 

"  (  "  1951)  .  ..  .. 

'*  (Estimated  mid- 1956)  , 

Number  of  structurally  separate  dv/ellings  (l931  Census 
n  It  II  II  (1931  " 

”  "  "  "  (1936) 

Rateable  Value,  31st  December,  1936  ..  . . 

Estimated  Net  Produce  of  Penny  Rate  . 


..  93,003 
..  23,648 
..  37,623 
..  39,610 
..  7,660 
..  10,798 
..  12,363 
£313,304 
..  £1,301 


The  estimated  mid-year  population  visls  39,610  an  increase  of  430  since  1933* 


PVEiVTHIiR  CONDITIONS 


The  7/eather  of  1936  could  be  described  as  very  bad  indeed.  After  a  spell 
of  severe  cold  with  snow  lying  almost  the  v/hcle  of  February,  the  spring  was 
late,  cold  and  dry*  The  summer  was  dull,  cold  and  wet,  with  no  settled  holiday 
weather  at  all.  The  early  v;-inter  was  drier  than  usual  but  still  dull  and  cool 
and  the  year  ended  with  fog  and  snow  after  a  short  milder  spell  in  early 
December* 

To  sum  up,  the  locaH  climate  throughout  1936  concentrated  on  its  most  un¬ 
pleasant  features  and  scarcely  relented  at  all  during  the  xvhole  twelve  months* 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


STILL  BIRTHS 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Total 

DEATHS 


Total 


Total  Males  Females 


346 

20 

366 

13 


13 


ENFANT  DEilTHS 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 


280  '•  266  )  Birth  rate  per 
)  1,000  of  esti- 
11  9  )  mated  resident 

)  population 
291  273  ) 


7 


7 


311  260 


7 
1 

8 


4 

1 

3 


8  )  Rates  per  1,000 
live  and  still 
8  )  Births 


CrudP  death  rate 
per  1,000  of  the 
231  )  estimated  .resi- 
)  dent  population 


3  )  Infant  Mortality 

) 

-  )  rate  per  1,000 
3  1  live  births 


St.  Faith’s 
cS:  Ay  1  sham 

England 
&  Wales 

1933 

1936 

1956 

13.76 

14.29 

13.7 

7.49 

25. 81 

23.0 

14«6 

12,9 

11.7 

1 

22o27 

i 

17.67 

23.8 

The  causes  of  death  are  given  in  the  following  table  supplied  by  the 
Registrar  G-eneral  :~ 


lo  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . c 

2.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis o . 

3.  S3rphilitic  Disease . . 

4.  Diphtheria . . 

3.  y/hooping  Coug?i . 

'  6.  Meningococcal  Infections  . 

'7»  Acute  Poliomyelitis 
8  •  ivie  a  sles*  ••  00  ••  oo  co  •• 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 
10.  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach 


Males  Females  Total 
2 

2 

3  '  - 


4 


10 


-  2  - 


CM  C\J 


11.  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Lung  or  Bronchus,  . 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Breast  ,, 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Uterus  . 

14*  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  . 

13 •  Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia  . «  . 

16.  Diabetes . .  ,, 

17»  Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System  . . 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

22.  Influenza  ,  . . . 

23 .  Pneumonia  .  ..  . . . 

24.  Bronchitis  . . . 

23.  Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System  . 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . .  .. 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate .  ..  ,. 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ..  , . 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  ..  .,  . 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Disease  . 

33*  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ..  . . 

34®  All  Other  Accidents  . 

33  •  Suicide  ..  . . .  . . 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . 

All  Causes 


Males 

Females 

Total 

13 

— 

13 

- 

7 

7 

— 

3 

3 

24 

17 

41 

- 

1 

1 

28 

46 

74 

34 

23 

37 

8 

12 

20 

43 

39 

104 

12 

22 

34 

2 

1 

3 

17 

10 

27 

10 

3 

13 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

1 

4 

3 

— 

3 

1 

1 

2 

24 

26  • 

30 

6 

— 

6 

13 

3 

18 

1 

1 

260 

231 

311 

DEATHS  BY  AGE  GROUPS,  1936 


Age 

Groups 

Under 

1 

1-4 

5-14 

13-29 

30-39 

40-49 

30-63 

66-75 

76-85 

Over 

83 

Total 

Totals 

8 

1 

1 

9 

21 

88 

141 

161 

70 

311 

There  were  3II  deaths  and  366  live  births  registered  during  the  year, 
compared  with  372  deaths  and  339  live  births  in  1933 •  Still  births  amounted 
to  13  and  there  were  8  infant  deaths. 

The  birth  rate  has  risen  from  13 *76  in  1933  to  14*29  la  1936  and  the 
crude  death  rate  fallen  from  14.6  to  12.9 

The  infant  mortality  rate  has  fallen  to  the  low  figure  of  17*67  from 
22,67  in  1933?  compared  v/ith  the  national  rate  of  23.8. 

After  adjustment  for  age  and  sex  the  local  birth  rate  becomes  13*43?  only 
slightly  below  that  for  the  whole  country  (13.7)?  and  the  adjusted  death  '  ate 
is  8,64  compared  with  the  national  figure  of  11,7* 


-  3  - 


Considering  that  38^  of  all  deaths  registered  in  the  district  occurred 
in  chronic  sick  hospitals,  the  adjusted  death  rate  is  very  low  indeed. 

There  were  22  .deaths  (l9  males,,!  females)  hetwcen  the  ages  of  1  and  40^ 
compared  with  13  in  1933.  and,  half  of  these  (all  males)  v/ere  due  to  accidents. 
It  is  gratifying  to  note  .tha.t  no  school  child  died  during  the  year  and  there 
was  only  one  death  of  a  pre-school  child  over  a  ye8.r,_  aged  1  year  11  months, 
from  drowning. 

The  following  tables'  summari'se  the  cause's  of  death  in  these  young 
persons  ... 


(Males  24,  29,  29,  33  &  33).  ^ 

(Males  20  and  23) 

(Males  1  and,  17).  ' 

(Male  22)  , 

(Male  39) 

All  accidents  are  preventable  an,d  it,  is  tragic  to  have  to  record  the 
unnecessary ■ loss  of  11  young  males,  with  so  much  of  their  lives  before  them. 
The  monopoly  of  one  sex  in  this  finding  is  no  doubt  due  in  part  to  more 
hazardous  occupations,  but  also  to  greater  recklessness  and  less  care  for 
personal  safety.  This  is  a,  loss  the  community  can  ill  afford. 


Accident  s 

3  Road 
2  Flying 
2  Drowning 
1  Farm 
1  Train 


Other  Causes 


Kidney  disease 

(all  forms)  3  (Males  18,  28,  33  &  33,  Female  38) 

Heart  and  circu¬ 
latory  disease  2  (Males  33  and  39) 

Chronic  nervous 


disea.se  2  (Male  27  and  Female  34) 

Liver  disease  1  (Male  39) 

Miliary  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

(associated  with 
pregna.ncy)  1  (Female  2l) 

Again  we  ho.ve  the  greater  preponderance  of  the  male  sex,  recording  8 
deaths  to  3  female  and  although  the  figures  are  small,  this  finding  does  fit 
in  v;ith  the  picture  of  the  male  being  the  more  vulnerable  sex  'with  greater 
wastage  at  all  ages.  At  the  present  state  of  Imov/ledge,  the  only  one  of 
those  11  premature  deaths  v/hich  'was  wholly  preventable  vva,s  the  expectant 
mother  with  acute  miliary  tuberculosis,  now  a,  curable  disease,  but  unfortunately 
not  necessarily  very  easy  to  diagnose  in  the  early  sta.ges.  Incidentally, 
this  is  the  first  ma,tcrnal  death  associated  v/ith  childbirth  in  this  district 
since  1933 • 


..  4  - 


Infant  Deaths 


Ages  at  Death  (infants  under  I  year) 


Ages 


Males  Females  Total 


1st  day  . . , 
1-7  days  , . 
1-4  v/eeks  , 
1-3  months 
3-6  months 
6-9  months 
9-12  months 


•  »  • 


•  ♦  o 


•  •  • 


*  •  o 


1 

3 

1 


1 

1  4 

1  2 


1 


1 


Totals  3  3 


The  infant  deaths  (8)  all  occurred  in  the  first  month  of  life,  except 
the  accidental  drowning  of  one  female  child  aged  3  months,  and  four  of  them 

happened  in  the  first  three  days.  Hie  causes  of  death  are  summarised  in  the 
following  table 


Congenital  defects 

3) 

) 

Inevitable, 

Prematurity 

l) 

Cerebral  haemorrhage 

1 

Obstetrical  - 

possibly 

preventable. 

Accidental  -  drowning 

1 

Preventable. 

Only  the  accidental  death  could  he  classed  as  v/holly  preventable,  the 
others  being  due  to  causes  either  unknown,  or  at  present  outside  our  control. 

Prematurity  v/as  reported  in  respect  of  29  live  births  and,  as  all  but 
one  of  these  premature  infants  survived,  their  specialised  care  must  have  been 
very  efficient.  The  low  infant  mortality  rate  ( 17.67)  is  another  sign  of  the 
better  handling  of  young  infants  vihich  has  been  an  encouraging  feature  of 
recent  years. 


Disease  ( including^ _Cancer 


Malignant  disease  (including  cancer)  caused  only  76  deaths  in  1936 
compared  with  103  in  1953  c^-nd  100  in  1934.  Lung  cancer  accounted  for  13  of 
these  cases,  as  against  22  in  1933  G,nd  all  of  these  were  males. 

The  ages  at  which  the  cancer  was  fatal  is  again  reviev/ed  as  under 


40-30 

31-60 

61-70 

71-80 

Over  80 

Total  * 

. 

Lung 

“ 

3 

4 

6 

13 

Other  sites 

3 

3 

_ 

27 

18 

8 

61 

-  3  - 


With  regard  to  deaths  from  lung  cancer  between  the  ages  of  51  o-nd  60, 
although  fewer  than  last  year  (5  compared  v/ith  15 )  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  even  this  number  of  men  should  have  had  their  active  v;orking  lives 
cut  short  by  a  preventable  disease,  while  4  other  men  have  not  lived  to 
enjoy  a  long  retirement.  Assuming  retirement  at  65 >  the  v/orking  years 
lost  amount  to  48,  and  as  heavy  smoking  has  been  proved  to  be  the  commonest 
cause  of  lung  cancer,  this  is  a  big  price  to  pay  for  an  unnecessary  hab.it. 

G-eneral 

Heart  and  circulatory  disease  was'  again  the' commonest  cause  of  death 
with  57- deaths  from  coronary  thrombosis  compared  v/ith  58  1955  fmd  49 

1954.  ■  ' 

There  v/ere  4  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  2  pulmonary  and  2  non-pulm.onary, 
but  no  deaths  from  any  other  notifiable  infectious  disease. 

72.8^  of  all  deaths  v/ere  at  ages  over  65,  45*2^  over  75  f^nd  13.7^  over 
85 «  There  were  8  deaths  at  95  and  1  at  101, 


IHfECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Disease 

0-2 

3-4 

5-9 

10-14  15-24  25-44  45-64  65 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

4 

9 

4 

2 

20 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

23 

43 

3 

- 

1 

1 

89 

Measles 

92 

99 

204 

11 

2 

2 

1 

- 

411 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

~ 

2 

1 

2 

1 

7 

2 

15 

Dysentery 

5 

7 

34 

15 

11 

23 

4 

2 

101 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

4 

Infective  Jaundice 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

- 

5 

Puerperal  Fyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

4 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

2 

7 

1 

1 

6 

7 

- 

28 

Totals 

121 

135 

301 

..J-2 

JfO 

24 

4 

679 

There  v/ere  679 

cases 

of  infectious  dise 

ase 

notified  during 

the 

year, 

compared  with  264  in  1955.  The  difference  was  almost  wholly  accounted  for 
by  an  increase  in  Measles  (4II)  and  V/hooping  Cough  (89). 

Cases  of  other  infectious  disease  amounted  to  179  compared  v/ith  I69 
in  1955.  The  only  variations  as  between  one  disease  and  another  v/ere, 
more  food  poisoning  (28  cases  com.parcd  v/ith  ll)  and  more  pneumonia  (15 
cases  against  8).  Dysentery  (lOl)  v/as  as  prevalent  as  in  1955* 


~  6  - 


Scarlet  Fever 


Again  there  were  20  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  two  "being  adults 
over  23,  13  schoolchildren  and  3  children  under  school  age.  There  were 
no  admissions  to  hospital  and  no  complications  were  reported. 

jieasles 

Measles  v/ere  more  than  usually  prevalent  throughout  the  year  with  a 
peak  of  98  cases  in  July.  Sprowston,  Hellesdon  and  Reepham  v/erc  the 
pcjrishes  most  affected. 

These  three  parishes  appeared  to  have  separate  epidemics,  Kellesdon 
in  March  and  April,  Sprov/ston  in  June  and  July  and  Reepham  in  September 
and  October.  Altogether  cases  occurred  in  28  parishes,  but  in  some  of  these 
the  incidence  was  small. 

Half  of  the  causes  were  schoolchildren  under  9  and  nearly  as  many  were 
under  school  age.  3  a.dults  contracted  the  disease,  and  one  of  these  was 
over  45* 

No  complications  were  reported  and  none  v/cre  admitted  to  hospita.l. 


89  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  compared  with  40  in  1933 • 

The  majority  of  these  xiere  under  9  years  of  age,  and  half  of  them  under 
school  age.  No  complications  were  reported  and  there  were  no  admissions  to 
hospita,!. 

Dipht  hernia 

Again  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified.  It  is  now  6  ^^-eans  since 
a  case  appeaned  in  an  Annual  Report  of  this  district,  a  real  triumph  of 
preventive  medicine. 


Only  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  was  notified  (in  October)  and  this  v/as 
a  boy  of  7  at  Hellesdon.  It  vms  panalytic  in  typo  but  only  the  facial 
nerve  was  affected  and  he  made  a  complete  recovery  after  treatment  at  the 
Nor'wich  Isolation  Hospital.  No  contact  7/ith  any  known  source  of  infection 
could  be  discovered  and  no  further  case  occurred.  The  usual  precautions 
v/ere  taken  at  the  home  and  school. 


Vaccination  Against 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  Ministry  of  Health  offerred 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  to  children  betv/een  the  nges  of  2  and  9. 

Parents  were  invited  to  register  their  children  v^ith  the  loca.1  health 
authority  i.e.  the. Norfolk  County  Council.  Registrations  in  the  district 
shov/ed  an  acceptance  ra-te  of  a.bout  32^* 


~  7  ~ 


Later  on,  in  Mo.y  and  June,  sufficient  vaccine  v/as  o,vailable  to 
vaccino.te  a  certa.in  number  of  registered  children  and  those  born  in  the 
months  of  March  and  October  ivere  chosen  for  the  first  batch.  In  this 
district  of  the  children  registered  in  195^,  a  total  of  149  v/ere  vaccinated 
during  the  year. 

It  was  anticipated  that  larger  supplies  of  vaccine  v/ould  be  ava.ilable 
in  1957  to  Ccurry  out  the  vaccination  of  the  rest  of  those  registered  in 

1956. 

Encouraging  reports  from  overseas  give  us  reason  to  hope  that  this 
vaccine  will  give  effective  protection  in  most  cases  against  the  paralytic 
form  of  the  disease.  Er'qperiencc  in  this  country  htis  shown  that  the  vaccine 
as  prepared  and  tested  here  is  wholly  safe. 

I^terjx 

No  case  of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid  occurred  during  the  year. 

Again  in  199^  dysentery  shov/ed  an  unwelcome  prevalence  and  101  cases 
v/ere  notified,  40fo  of  them  being  over  the  age  of  15  ^  12  of  pre-school  age 
and  the  rest  schoolchildren. 

iill  the  cases  except  2  occurred  in  January,  February  o-nd  March  and 
obviously  v/ere  a  prolongation  of  the  epidemic  which  sta,rted  in  December  1955  ^ 
described  in  last  year’s  /umua.1  Report.  They  ivcre  distributed  as  follows 


‘  Parish 

Jo.nuary 

February 

March 

Totals 

Cases 

■  riouse- 

C  cL  S  U  0 

House- 

Cases 

House- 

Cases 

House- 

holds 

,  holds 

holds 

holds 

Aylshoxi 

2 

2 

4 

-  - 

1 

6 

3 

Buxton 

4 

2 

3 

1 

- 

- 

7 

3 

Coltishall 

- 

9 

3 

- 

9 

3 

1  Pelthorpe 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Hellesdon 

3 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

8 

4 

Hevingham 

- 

- 

30 

10 

4 

1 

34 

11 

Horsford 

- 

- 

3 

1 

.  3 

1 

Horstecid 

2 

1 

- 

— 

2 

1 

Ma.rsham 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Ro,ckheath 

6 

2 

3 

1 

__ 

9 

3 

1  St.  Faiths 

- 

— 

- 

5 

2 

5 

2 

Salhouse 

"1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Spixv/orth 

4 

3 

3 

1 

— 

7 

4 

Wroxhan 

3 

“ 

- 

6 

3 

Totals 

29 

17 

59 

19 

11 

5 

99 

41 

-  8  - 


The  fact  that  99  cases  affected  41  households  shows  how  much  of  a 
domestic  infection  dysentery  is.  It  is  rare  indeed  for  a  single  case  to 
occur  in  a  family^  even  if”  the  other  positive  cases  are  only  contact 
carriers  showing  no  clinical  signs  of  illness.  They  are  equally  infectious, 
perhaps  more  so,  as  they  are  at  no  time  confined  to  hed  and  need  just  as 
rigid  control  and  rigorous  treatment  as  the  frank  case. 

If  every  member  of  the  family  strictly  observed  the  fundamental  rule  of 
hand  v/ashing  after  using  the  toilet  and  before  eating  or  handling  food,  the 
spread  of  dysentery  and  all  other  bowel  infections  vrould  be  impossible.  It 
should  be  a  matter  of  shame  to  be  informed  that  several  members  of  a  family 
have  acquired  the  infection,  as  it  proves  beyond  doubt  that  the  house  itself 
and  probably  the  food  has  been  contaninated  v/ith  the  ezcretally  polluted 
hands  of  some  member  of  the  family,  A  v/ash  hand  basin,  hot  v/ater,  soap  and 
towel,  readily  accessible  to  the  closet  user  should  be  the  first  requirement 
of  any  decent  household. 

All  this  is  doubly  vital  where  food  is  sold  as  in  a  restaurant,  canteen 
or  shop.  The  people  a,t  risk  may  amount  to  hundreds  and  such  a  source  of 
infection  may  lead  to  a  large  outbreak  in  a  very  short  space  of  time. 

^qo^^^Podsom^ 

28  canes  of  food  poisoning  v;ere  notified  compared  v/ith  11  in  1955  • 

The  organism  concerned  was  salmonella,  typliimurium  in  every  ca^se.  Only  2 
cases  v/ero  between  the  ages  of  10  and  24,  the  rest  vrcre  equally  divided 
between,  the  under  9’s  and  over  25 ’s. 

These  28  cases  a.ffccted  l6  households  in  8  panishes,  the  largest 
number  were  notified  from  Sprowston  (5),  Kellesdon  (5),  Reepham  (5).  In 
9  cases,  the  cause  u/as  definitely  proved  to  have  been  infected  duck  eggs, 
while  in  another  5?  ducks  and  fowls  v/ere  kept,  though  no  actual  infected 
bird  v/as  identified.  In  the  other  14  cases  the  cause  of  the  infection  was 
never  found  and  there  appeaned  to  bo  no  connection  between  them,  either 
from  personal  content  or  a^,  common  foodstuff.  In  8  households,  only  1  case 
occurred  and  there  was  no  spread  to  the  rest  of  the  family.  In  the  other 
8,  multiple  causes  were  found,  in  one,  4  out  of  4  persons  were  infected. 

Apant  from  the  small  groups  a.ssocia.ted  v/ith  the  duck  eggs,  the  cases 
occurred  sporadically  throughout  the  yean  from  Rebruany  to  November  and 
could  be  described  ra.ther  as  increased  prevalence  than  anything  in  the 
nature  of  an  epidemic. 

Prevention 

Duck  eggs  and  fov/1  droppings,  ra.ts  and  mice  and  some  meat  products 
are  the  commonest  sources  of  this  organism,  while  the  human  carrier  as  a. 
food  handler  is  a  close  competitor. 

Those  Yiho  eat  duck  eggs  v/ill  alv/ays  run  the  risk  of  this  infection 
an  only  prolonged  cooking  will  render  thorn  sa.fe. 

Duck  and  fowl  handlers  need  to  take  care  about  contanination  of  their 
hands  and  should  always  wash  carefully  after  handling  eggs  or  the  birds 
themselves. 
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ExterniucC.tion  of  rats  and  nice  and  the  protection  of  food  from  their 
forays  is  another  essential  procedure  and  the  adequate  cooking  and  storage 
of  neat  will  cut  off  yet  another  dangerous  source. 

The  food  handler  is  a  potent  cause  of  all  howel  infections,  and 
ccxoful  and  thorough  hand  Virashing  is  again  the  only  real  safeguard. 

Health  in  this  respect  is,  like  pca,cc,  the  reward  of  eternal 
vigila.nce, 

Psljtacosis 

There  has  heen  an  increased  incidence  of  psittacosis  recently  in 
Engla,nd  and  Wales  but  the  reason  for  this  is,  as  yet,  unknown.  Usually 
it  is  a,  disease  of  the  parrot  family,  but  it  ha,s  been  found  to  be  carried 
from  tine  to  tine  by  other  feathered  fowl  such  as  ducks,  turkeys  and  other 
poultry. 

A  case  occurred  at  Aylshain  in  Mc-y,  but  it  v/a,s  not  diagnosed  until 
there  v/a,s  a  second  case  in  Norwich  in  early  June,  The  contact  between  the 
cases,  v/ho  v/ere  sisters,  of  not  m.orc  than  3  hours’  duration  in  the 
early  stage  of  the  disease  in  the  first  ca.se.  Eighteen  days  later  the 
second  case  took  ill  in  Norwich  v^-ith  a.n  atypical  pneumonia.  Her  illness 
v\ras'  protracted  and  wa„s  finally  diagnosed  as  psittacosis. 

Extensive  investiga.tions  of  the  environment  and  animal  oonta.cts  of 
the  Aylsham  patient  revealed  no  obvious  source  of  infection.  Day  old 
chicks  ha,d  been  purcha.sed  by  her  in  April  Ci-nd  reared  successfully  v/ithout 
loss.  It  was  impossible  vi/’ithout  sla.ughtering  the  v/hole  flock  to  prove 
whether  or  not  any  of  then  v-’-ero  psittacosis  carriers  and  a.ll  of  then 
seemed  to  be  heaAthy  birds.  The  origin  of  the  diseanc,  therefore,  still 
remains  a  mystery. 

Both  canes  recovered  completely  and  no  further  cases  v/cre  reported. 

This  incident  shown  the  vaAue  of  close  co-opera.tion  between  public 
health  depantments  in  this  IcLnd  of  investiga^tion.  All  relevant  inforna.tion 
v/an  exchanged  as  soon  an  received  and  very  va.lua.ble  help  wan  given  by  the 
staff  of  the  Virus  Research  laboratory  at  Colinda.le, 

All  general  practitioners  in  the  area  v;ere  notified  of  the  position 
and  anked  to  v/atch  for  further  canes. 

The  noteworthy  fact  about  this  occurrence  wan  that  one  human  cane 
infected  another.  Although  this  is  not  unknown,  the  usual  sequence  of 
events  is  that  human  cases  contract  the  disease  from  contact  with  infected 
birds.  It  does  emphasise  the  importance  of  reganding  all  pneumonia,  an 
infectious  and  of  tadcLng  a.dequa.te  preventive  measures. 


-  10  - 


TUBERCULOSIS 


Morta,lit.v 

Deaths 

Non 


Respirator^'' 

• 

Respira.tory 

Age  Periods 

Male  Fena.le 

Male 

Eenale 

Under  1 

mm  mm 

•m 

1-4 

5-14 

—  — 

— 

— 

15  -  24 

- 

1 

25  -  34 

-  - 

- 

— 

35  -  ^ 

—  — 

1 

45  -  54 

— 

— 

55  -  64 

—  — 

— 

65  &  over 

2 

- 

- 

Totals 

2 

Pulnona,ry 

Ra,te 

Non- 

Pulmona,ry 

Rate 

County  of  Norfolk 

21 

0.05 

3 

0.008 

St.  Eaith* s  &  Aylshan 

2 

0.05 

2 

0.05 

England  &  Wa.les 

4,849 

0.11 

519 

0.01 

There  were  four  deaths  registered  as  hcing  due  to  tuberculosis^  2  male 
puli'iOncjry  o.nd  2  fenale  non-pulnonary.  This  is  compared  v^rith  1  registered 
pulmonary  death  in  1953* 

It  v/ill  be  seen  from  the  table  tha.t  the  pulmonary  mortality  rate  for 
the  district  is  the  sa.ne  as  the  County  rate  a.nd  about  half  tha.t  for  the 
whole  country. 

The  tv/o  non-pulmonaiy  deaths  were  both  due  to  miliar3r^  tuberculosis, 
which  is  a  generalised  form  of  the  disease,  ra.pidly  fatal  unless  dia^gnosed 
eajrly  and  treated  with  appropria.te  a^ntibiotics.  This  is  an  uncommon 
condition  nov;-a-days  and  Xray  examination  often  shows  no  recognisa.ble  signs 
until  V.  late  stage  of  the  disease.  Both  of  these  facts  tend  to  obscure 
and  delay  the  diagnosis,  which  nay  only  be  na.de  post  mortem. 

These  2  cases  serve  as  a  warning  tha.t  although  tuberculosis  is 
definitely  on  the  v/ay  out,  rapidly  fatal  ca.ses  can  still  occur  and  the 
disease  must  be  borne  in  mind  in  all  cases  of  undiagnosed  protracted 
genera„lised  illness. 
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Incidence 

iNTev;  Cases 


Respiratory  Non-Respirator^^- 


Age  Periods 

I.Iale  female 

liale 

Female 

Under  1  . 

— 

1-4  . . 

- 

— 

— 

5-14  . 

1 

~ 

— 

15  —  24  *•  ••  ••  00  •  •• 

..  2 

4 

- 

1 

25-34 . .  c  .  .  . 

5 

1 

1 

35  -  ^ . 

0.  1  ■' 

1 

- 

1 

45  -  54  . ' 

..  2 

- 

- 

1 

55-64  . 

- 

- 

- 

65  &  over 

1 

— 

- 

. 

Totals 

1^ 

12 

1 

4 

Number  of  cases  on  register 

at  31st  December,  195 6 

• 

• 

Type- of  case 

hales 

Pemo-les 

Total 

Respiratory  .  . .  . . 

..  134 

96 

230 

Non-Rcspiratory  . 

39 

60 

Totals 

IJl 

lii 

290 

Non- 

Respiratory^ 

Rate  Respiratory 

Rate 

County  of  Norfolk  ,  . .  .0 

149 

0.39 

39 

0.10 

St.  PcJ-th’s  o.nd  Aylsham  . 

27 

0.68 

3 

0.076 

There  irere  27  nev/  cases  of  pulmono^ry  type  notified^  If  nalo  ^and  12 
femsRe^  which  is  8  more  than  in  19ff.  This  is  alnost  double  the  rate  for 
the  County  a,s  a  whole.  Only  one  third  of  the  hale  cases  v/ere  under  35  and 
7  of  then  were  over  55  >  compared  v/ith  the  fencilc  incidence  of  9  cases  under 
35  and  only  3  over  tho.t  age. 

This  conforms  to  the  pa.ttern  of  recent  years  that  most  nev/  notifications 
come  from  younger  women  ouid  older  men. 

The  higher  incidence  in  this  district  nc.y  well  be  due  to  good  and 
accessible  diagnostic  facilities.  It  is  relatively  easy  for  doctors  to 
have  expert  investigation  at  the  Chest  Clinic  of  any  ca,se  vdiich  gives  them 
the  slightest  suspicion  of  tuberculosis,  while  the  routine  chest  X-ray  in 
pregnancy  is  another  source  of  the  early  case, 

Non-pulmonary  disease  was  notified  in  5  cases,  compared  vfith  7  in  1955* 
T>/70  of  these  were  of  the  miliaiy  typo  as  noted  above,  and  the  others  v;ere 
disease  of  the  neck  glands  in  tvro  cases  o,nd  of  the  spine  in  the  other. 
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Treatment 


The  number  of  admissions  to  So.natoria  were  as  follows 

Llale  Female  Total 


1947 

3 

2 

5 

1948 

3 

3 

6 

1949 

6 

4 

10 

1950 

9 

9 

18 

1951 

14 

16 

30 

1952 

19 

23 

42 

1953 

14 

15 

29 

1954 

13 

7 

20 

1955 

10 

10 

20 

1956 

16 

12 

28 

The  average  length  of  sta.y  in  hospital  v/as  6  months. 

As  there  were  27  new  cases  and.  28  hospita,!  a.dmissions  it  a,ppears  that 
there  are  o.dequa,tc  hospital  beds  in  the  areo.. 

Prevention 

All  young  susceptible  contacts  of  a.  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
are  offered  B.C.G-.  vaccina-tion*  In  1956,  113  such  contacts  were  va,ccinated 
in  the  County  of  Norfolk, 

Vac c inat i on. _oj'  Sclioo^  Leaver_s 

No  arrangements  vicre  made  for  the  vaccination  of  school  leavers  with 
B.C.G,  during  1956,  This  vias  due  to  the  decision,  following  a  recommendation 
by  the  Chest  Physicians,  to  vaccina.te  in  the  14th  year  instead  of  the  13th 
a,s  previously. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  excellent  preventive  mea,sure  will  be  offered 
to  all  school  leavers  in  the  district  when  the  scheme  is  resumed  in  1957 • 

Dia^nesis 

No  scheme  for  routine  tuberculin  testing  of  school  entrants  has  yet  been 
sta,rted.  This  vrould  be  a  most  valuable  diagnostic  procedure.  Nov\r  that  all 
milk  supplies  are  either  T.T.  or  pasteurised,  5  year  old  children  found  to 
be  positive  would  indicate  that  an  infectious  human  case  existed  within  the 
fa,mily  or  close  contacts  of  the  household.  •  Unlaiown  cases  could  then  be 
discovered  at  an  early  stage  and  treated  before  they  spread  further  infection. 

The  routine  testing  of  a  whole  school  in  a  parish  where  the  incidence 
of  tuberculosis  is  above  avero.ge  is  another  useful  procedure  and  it  is  planned 
to  carry  out  such  a  scheme  at  Foulshan  school  early  in  1957, 
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Mass  Miniature  Ra.dio^rajj.-y_  Unit 

Unfortunately,  no  puUlic  sessions  of  the  Mass  Ro,diography  Unit  v^ere 
held  in  either  Norxvich  or  this  rural  district  during  1956  owing  to  the 
Unit’s  absence  in  other  pojrts  of  its  area. 

G-eneral^conment 

Although  more  cases  and  more  deaths  have  been  notified  this  yea.r  than 
last,  the  general  position  with  regard  to  the  conquest  of  this  once  dread 
disease  remains  good. 

The  reservoir  amongst  the  elderly  of  long  standing  cases  is  depleted 
each  year  and  modern  treatment  is  preventing  additions  to  their  ranks.  If 
we  can  offer  protection  to  the  school  leaver,  and,  v/hich  is  more  important, 
persuade  his  parents  to  accept  it  for  him,  v/e  can  reduce  the  susceptibility 
of  the  young  worker  to  existing  disease  at  his  place  of  work. 

If  we  can  get  the  worker  and  housewife  to  accept  routine  chest  X-rays 
as  a  measure  of  ordinary  procedure,  Yie  can  pick  up  the  early  case  and  trea-t 
it  with  the  minimum  loss  of  working  time  a,nd  the  best  possible  result.  In 
po-rticular,  we  need  to  find  some  ma,gnet  which  will  draw  the  older  men  with 
or  without  a  cough  to  the  Ra-diography  Unit  as  they  are  the  main  source  of 
active  tuberculous  diseo^se  a,nd  incidenta,lly,  lung  cancer. 

He  shall  finally  abolish  tuberculosis  only  viien  we  deserve  to  do  so, 
tha,t  is,  when  the  people  themselves  give  their  willing  co-operation  to 
those  who  could  cure  and  would  prevent  it. 

GEUERi'I.  SICH^IESS 

A  large  rise  in  the.  number  of  new  sickness  returns  occurred  in  the  first 
v/eek  of  January  v/ith  a  further  rise  to  a  peak  in  the  middle  of  February. 

The  rates  then  fell  steeply  to  roo.ch  an  average  level  by  the  first  week  in 
April. 

This  seasonal  rise  happened  rather  later  in  the  year  tha-n  usual  a.nd  was 
due  to  widespread  respiratory  infection,  some  of  which  v/as  proved  bacterio- 
logically  to  be  Virus  A  influenza,  fortunately,  the  disease  v/as  of  a  mild 
type  and  no  dearths  v/ere  reported  from  this  ccuuse.  There  was  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  pneumonia  about  the  sa-me  time,  but  most  of  these 
were  people  of  adva„nced  age  many  of  v/hom  were  in  churonic  sick  hospita.ls. 

The  ra.tes  were  steady  for  the  rest  of  the  yea.r  except  for  a  moderate 
rise  in  the  middle  of  November.  The  numbers  then  fell  steeply  to  reach  a 
figure  which  was  about  average  for  the  end  of  December. 

FOOD  im  DRUGS  ACTS  1958  to  1955 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regula.tions  1949 

Two  herds  were  reported  a-s  being  infected  with  tuberculosis  during 
the  year,  one  a.t  Ringlard  and  one  at  Horsford. 
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As  0,11  nilk  except  T.T,  in  the  district  is  now  compulsorily  pasteurised, 
it  v/as  not  necessary  to  impose  restrictions  on  either  herd. 

In  one  herd  the  veterinary/  inspector  found  a  covi  suffering  from 
generalised  tuberculosis  and  this  v/as  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order.  Subsequent  group  sam.ples  from  the  rest  of  the  herd  were  negative. 

In  the  second  herd,  no  infected  animal  v/as  detected  by  the  veterinary 
inspector,  but  a  cow  had  been  sold  for  slaughter  betv/een  the  time  of  the 
taking  of  the  bulk  sample  o.nd  the  veterinary  inspection  and  this  'was  assumed 
to  ha,ve  been  the  cause  of  the  infection.  Group  samples  from  the  rest  of  the 
herd  were  found  to  be  negative. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  positive  bulk  samples  found  in 
the  last  5  years. 


No.  of  herds  found  to  be  infected 


1956  2 

1953  2 

1934  3 

1933  3 

1932  1 


Anthrax  Order  _1938 

There  were  6  confirmed  cases  of  Anthr0.x  reported  in  193^  compared  v/ith 
3  in  1933 «  They  were  3  cows  and  one  pig.  five  notices  were  received  in 
respect  of  3  pigs,  one  cow  and  a  bullock  but  the  disease  was  not  confirmed  in 
any  of  these. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  in  the  last  3  years 


Cattle 

1936 

3 

1933 

2 

1934 

1933 

1932 

8 

Pigs 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

All  six  cases  occurred  between  the  end  of  January  and  the  end  of 
February  and,  although  not  absolutely  proven,  they  were  suspected  of  being 
due  to  a  consignment  of  infected  feeding  stuff  which  wa,s  being  sold  in  the 
district  at  that  time.  It  is  well  known  that  bone  meal  is  frequently  infected 
with  a,nthrax  spores  through  rav/  materials  imported  from  the  far  East  and 
unless  sterilised  before  being  mixed  into  feeding  stuffs  nay  constitute  a 
great  danger  to  livestock  and  to  humans  who  may  inadvertently  handle  an 
infected  carcase. 

Compulsory  sterilisation  of  all  imported  bone  meal  whether  for 
fertiliser  or  feeding  stuff  is  surely  a  statutory  requirement  which  is  long 
overdue. 
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HOUSING 


Waiting  List 


1956  1955  1954 


Applications  c.t  31st  Decenber 

Analysis  of  Yfciting  List 

Size  of  )  fanilies  with  2  or  less 
)  children 

family  )  Families  with  3  or  more 

children 

Type  of  )  Agricultural  workers 


family  )  Others 


Local  Authority  Houses 

Position  at  31st  December 
Pre-war 
Post-war 


Total 

Total  Houses  Completed  during  year 
Local  Authority  Dwellings 
Private  Dv/ellings 

Ex- Government  Camps 

No.  of  families  occupying  these 
Camps  at  31st  December  • 

No.  of  applicants  housed  in  Camps 
from  v/aiting  list  during  the  year 


328 

362 

677 

474 

313 

616 

34 

49 

61 

94 

101 

116 

434 

461 

361 

56k 

364 

364 

1,079 

1,032 

966 

MSA 

1,330- 

47 

66 

84 

432 

333 

283 

0 

14 

33 

0 

0 

0 

There  was  a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of ' applicants  on  the 
waiting  list  for  Council  houses,  3^8  compared  with  ^62  on  31st  Decem.ber, 

1935 •  The  Council  completed  47  nev;-  houses,  and  432  were  erected  by  private 
enterprise,  the  figures  for  1933  being  66  and  333  respectively.  In  addition 
a  further  370  priva.te  houses  vrore  under  construction  on  31st  December,  1936* 

34  of  the  families  waiting  for  Council  houses  had  3  or  more  children 
and  94  of  the  tota.l  Y/ere  classified  an  a.gricultural  vrarkers. 


Ex-Gov  ernraejit  Canps 

It  is  a,  real  pleasure  to  report  tha.t  1936  saw;  the  closure  of  the  last 
hutment  in  the  district,  HaAf  of  the  14  still  occupied  in  1933  were  re¬ 
housed  by  Norv;ich  Corpora^tion  and  the  rest  by  this  Council. 
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The  hunan  history  of  the  occupation  of  these  ex-governnent  ca.nps  \70uld 
make  a  most  interesting  saga.  On  the  credit  side^  v/e  co.n  put  the  provision 
of  many  hundreds  of  dwellings j  not  innediately  available  just  after  the  v/ar, 
;vhere  fanilies  were  able  to  live  together  without  heaving  to  share  my  of  the 
essential  appliances,  as  self  contained  units  with  nany  of  the  amenities, 
still  not  accessible  to  many  who  live  in  old  fashioned  property,  or  remote 
parts  or  both»  There  v/as  main  v\rater,  sewerage  and,  in  most  cases,  electricity. 
Best  of  all,  for  the  children  there  was  spo.ce,  a.ir  and  safe  freedom. 

The  debit  side  v/as  the  depressing  nature  of  the  structures  themselves, 
the  dampness  from  condensation  and  the  poor  insulation  v/hich  gave  stifling 
heat  in  summer  and  shivering  cold  in  v/inter. 

On  balance,  the  occupants  gained  more  than  they  lost  but  some  of  them 
had  to  be  there  far  too  long  and  standards  of  living,  possibly  not  veiy  high 
to  begin  with,  tended  to  deteriorate  rapidly  under  conditions  which  did  little 
to  stimulate  housepride. 

Health  statistics  of  this  camp  population  have  been  no  worse  than  those 
of  the  rest  of  the  community  and  my  impression  is  that  the  young  children  in 
particular  actually  benefited  from  the  safe  playing  space  around  their  homes, 
often  much  safer  than  the  busy  traffic  laden  roads  where  they  now  live. 

The  most  heartening  result  of  the  re-housing  of  some  of  the  lov/est 
standard  families  has  been  their  good  reaction  to  better  environment.  At  all 
levels  of  society  there  is  a  strong  tendency  to  "keep  up  with  the  Jones’s” 
and  the  force  of  public  opinion  is  a  great  stimulus  to  better  behaviour  of  all 
kinds. 

Sometimes  housing  cor.nittees  are  reluctant  to  re-house  until  standards 
improve  and  our  experience  with  some  of  these  fajiiilies  shows  that  a  better 
house  will  often  vrork  an  unexpected  miracle  and  is  always  v/orth  a  trial. 

Improvement  of  Older _ J|pu 

In  1956,  ID  property  owners  applied  for  improvem^cnt  grants  and  28  of 
these  were  granted,  13  refused,  while  3  v/cre  under  consideration  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Work  was  coripleted  in  21  cases. 

This  is  less  than  in  1933  ^  v/hen  4I  grants  were  approved,  but  it 
represents  a  fair  proportion  of  modernisation  of  the  sound  but  older  property 
of  the  district. 

Although  the  total  of  these  grants  amounts  to  £8,936  for  12  months  it 
is  still  the  cheapest  method  of  improving  the  housing  st.andards  of  many 
members  of  the  population.  Nev/  modern  houses  for  these  28  fanilies  could  not 
be  built  for  3  tines  this  sum. 


With  47  Council  houses  and  432  private  dwellings,  a  record  total  of 
479  new  units  of  accoimaodation  were  completed  for  occupation  during  1936, 
this  compares  with  419  in  1933  >  nnd  367  in  1934*  In  addition,  370  new  private 
dwellings  v/ere  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Slum  Clearance 


In  last  year’ s  Annual  Report  I  was  able  to  indico.te  that  a  real 
beginning  had  been  made  with  slun  clearance  and  I  an  glad  to  report  further 
progress  in  1956. 

The  two  parishes  of  Aylshan  and  Reephan  were  surveyed  by  the  Sub- 
Connittee  and  over  100  prenises  inspected.  Special  meetings  were  held  for 
the  hearing  of  representations.  The  worst  of  this  property  v/as  dealt  with 
by  demolition  orderj  while  in  a  few  cases  undertalcLngs  not  to  re-let  were 
accepted.  Much  property  previously  condemned  was  vacated  during  the  year 
cjid  nine  were  actually  demolished. 

One  of  the  probleD.s  facing  the  Sub-Committee  was  the  action  to  be  taken 
when  old  people  were  found  in  substandard  property  and  were  very  unwilling 
to  leave  it.  Many  had  lived  in  the  same  house  all  their  married  lives.  . 

I  feel  that  there  is  an  urgent  need  for  more  Council  bungalov\fs  suitable 
for  elderly  people  so  that  they  can  be  moved  into  them  earlier  in  life  before 
the  actual  removal  is  more  than  they  ca.n  face,  v/ith  advanced  age  and  infirmity. 
The  purchase  and  renovation  of  sound  but  old-fashioned  cottages  would  further 
assist  in  this  matter,  I  think  the  Council  would  be  v/ell-advised  to  consider 
it. 

The  most  vital  consideration  however,  is  the  occupa.tion  of  slur^  property 
by  fam-ilies  with  young  children.  They  should  alwa,ys  be  given  top  priority  in 
re-housing  for  the  sake  of  the  children’ s  health. 

With  present  progress  the  bulk  of  the  worst  property  should  be  dealt 
with  within  the  suggested  5  years. 

full  details  of  houses  dealt  vrith  are  given  in  the  Report  of  the  Senior 
Public  Hec-lth  Inspector. 


V/ATER  SUPPLY 

Contract  No.  1  of  Stage  I  of  the  Western  Area  Water  Supply  Scheme, 
comprising  the  provision  of  headworks  and  the  laying  of  v/ater  mains  in  the 
parishes  of  Cawston,  Salle  and  part  of  Reepham  at  a  cost  of  approximately 
^£4-5, 000,  was  commenced  in  March,  a.nd  was  fO^  complete  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Contract  No.  2  of  this  Scheme  for  the  laying  of  water  mains  in  the 
parishes  of  Booton  and  Reepham,  in  the  sum  of  nearly  £20,000,  was  approved 
by  the  Ministry  and  v/ork  commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  final  contract  for  this  Scheme  -  the  erection  of  a  reinforced 
concrete  water  tower  at  Salle  costing  over  £20,000  -  v^as  approved  by  the 
Ministry  and  work  v/as  expected  to  start  early  in  1957* 

A  small  extension  of  the  water  r.ain  at  Wood  Balling,  costing  over  £500, 
v/as  carried  out  and  a  further  extension  at  Felthorpe,  costing  £1,600  was 
comimenced  in  September. 

A*pproval  v/as  given  by  the-  Ministry  to  the  Council  a,cquiring  the  water 
•supply  installation  at  the  disused  Oulton  Airfield  which  already  supplies 
a  number  of  properties  in  Blickling  and  Oulton.  The  Council  propose  to 
extend  the  system  to  supply  further  parts  of  these  villages. 
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Sm'ERI.GE 


All  scv/er  laying  in  connection  v/ith  the  Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  eastern 
part  of  .Sprowston  was  completed  and  part  of  the  scheme  was  actually  operating 
by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  complete  scheme  was  expected  to  be  in  operation 
early  in  1957 • 

During  the  year  the  Norwich  Corporation  v/ere  authorised  by  the  Ministry 
to  commence  work  on  part  of  the  City’ s  North  Western  Intercepting  Sevirer  which, 
on  completion,  would  enable  properties  in  the  vvestern  part  of  Hellesdon  to 
have  main  sev/erage.  The  Council’ s  Consulting  Engineers  v/ere  instructed  to 
prepare  a  detailed  scheme  for  the  sev/erage  of  this  rxoc.. 

The  Ministry  approved  a  Contract  of  over  fDljOOO  Tor  Stage  I  of  the 
Reepham  Sewerage  Schem.e,  and  work  on  the  construction  of  the  sewage  disposal 
works  commenced  in  July.  The  contract  was  2^%  complete  by  the  end  of  the 
year.  Actual  laying  of  sewers  in  Reepham  v/as  to  commence  early  in  1957* 

A  scheme  of  sev/erage  and  sewage  disposal  for  the  hamlet  of  Lenwade, 

G-reat  Witchingham,  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  a  local  investigation 
had  been  arranged  for  early  1957* 

Authority  vras  given  by  the  Council  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  a 
Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  parishes  of  Belaugh,  Coltishall,  Horstead  and  Wroxhari. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948 

No.  on  Yfrittcn  Occupiers 

^  .  Register  Inspections  Notices  prosecuted 

Premises  o  jr- 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sect. 

1,  2,  3}  4  &  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 


Authorities  ...  ... 

58 

7 

— 

- 

( ii) Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  v/hich  Sect.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  . 

1Z(jO 

49 

(iii) Other  premises  in  'which 
Sect.  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

hU 

Totals. . . 

r— .rae-T* 
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Cases  in  v/hich  defects  \vere  found 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Referred 

To  H.N.  By  K.I'I. 

Found  Reraedied  Inspector  Inspector 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  2  2 

Sanitary  Conveniences  ~ 

Insufficient  1  1 

Outv;ork 

Nature  of  No.  of  outworkers  in  August 

Work  list  required  by  Section  110 

rtf  frnnrfrRl  . 

36 

7 

M 

SOCIAL  HEALTH 


The  living  conditions  of  nany  of  the  older  nenhers  of  the  connunity 
have  been  greatly  inproved  by  better  housing.  The  Council’ s  plan  to  build 
old  people’s  bungalows  has  paid  good  dividends  in  the  shape  of  the  health 
and  happiness  of  their  occupants.  The  projected  grouped  bungalows  with  a 
Warden’ s  house  a,ttached  is  a  further  advance  in  care  within  the  community. 

While  a  certain  number  of  old  folk  would  cling  to  worn  out  and 
inconvenient  property  because  of  their  long  association  vilth  it,  v/hen  moved 
to  better  premises  fev/  vrould  return  to  their  old  sluras. 

The  town  of  Aylsho^m  in  particular  has  become  a  haven  for  the  elderly, 
V7ith  pleasant  bungalov/s  grouped  together  in  close  proximity  to  the  site  for 
the  perraanent  club  room  to  be  built  in  193 7 •  The  housepride  of  the  women 
and  the  garden  pride  of  the  men  shows  both  vigour  and  self  respect. 

When  shielded  from  the  spectre  of  loneliness  by  congenial  surroundings, 
age  shows  all  the  mature  contentment  of  an  Indian  Summer. 

Vojhnita]^^ 

One  new  old  people’s  Club  has  been  started  at  Ringland,  bringing  the 
total  for  the  district  to  21.  The  times  and  places  of  meeting  a,re  as 
follows 


malcLng  etc. 


Cosaques,  Christmas 
crackers,  Christmas 
stockings,  etc.  ... 

Totals 


Welfare  of  the  Elderly 


Action  by  Local  Authority 


No.  of  instances  of  work 
in  unwholesome  premises 
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Ay 1 sham 

Forester’ s  Clubroom 

Friday 

2,30 

-  3 

p.m. 

Buxton  &  Lamas 

Village  Hall 

Thursday 

2.30 

-  3 

p.m. 

(Alternate) 

Old  Catton 

Parish  rlcAl 

2nd  Thursday 
in  month 

o 

• 

(M 

-  3 

p .  m  o 

Cav/ston 

Memorial  Institute 

Friday 

2,30 

o 

. 

1 

p.m. 

Colti shall 

CentroA  Hall 

Thursday 

2.30 

-  3 

p.m. 

Drayton 

Village  Hall 

Yfednesday 

3 

-  3 

p.m. 

(Alternate) 

St,  Faith’ s 

Church  Hall 

Yfednesday 

3 

-  3 

p.m. 

Foul sham 

Frost  Hall 

Friday 

2.30 

-  3 

p.m. 

Kainford 

Village  Hall 

Tuesday 

2.30 

-  3 

p.m. 

Hellesdon 

Speedv/ay  Clubroom 

Friday 

3 

-  3 

p.m. 

liorsford 

Village  Hall 

Thursday 

2.30 

-  3 

p .  — . 

Mar sham 

Reading  Room,  High  St, 

Tuesday 

2.43 

-  3 

p.m. 

Oulton 

Village  Hall 

Thursday 

2.30 

-  3 

p.m. 

(/Aternade) 

Reephan 

Sun  Hall 

Friday 

2.30 

-  3 

p.m. 

Ring land 

Village  Hall 

2nd  Tuesday 
in  month 

2.30 

-  4 

p.m. 

Salhouse 

Yfom-en’ s  Institute  Ylut 

Thursday 

2.30 

-  3 

p.m. 

(except  2nd  Thursc 

iay 

in  month) 

Spix^vorth 

Social  Hall 

Yv’'ednesday 

2.30 

-  3 

p.m. 

(1st  &  3r*d  in  month 

except  August) 

Sprowston 

Toe  H  Hut, 

Recreation  Cround  Road 

Thursday 

2.30 

-  3 

p.m. 

Sv7anningtor 

The  Rectory 

Thursday 

2.30 

o 

NW 

. 

-t 

i 

p.m. 

Ct.  Y/itchingham 

TTie  Bridge  Clubroom 

Ath  Thursday 
in  month 

2.30 

-  5 

p.m. 

V/'roxham 

Horse  Shoes  Hotel 

Tuesday 

2.30 

-  3 

p.m. 

(Alternate) 

This  shows  a  very  large  amount  of  activity  for  the  benefit  of  old  people. 
Taking  30  S’.s  .an  avera.ge  Club  nenbership,  this  table  gives  an  encouraging 
picture  of  a  large  happy  group  of  over  1,000  elderly  folk. 

There  are  now  few  parishes  v/ithout  a  Club  v/here  there  are  sufficient 
n embers  to  warrant  one. 
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Y/elfrjre  ^f^the . Phy sic Hjmdic p.pp ed . 

Ac  t  io  II  Jry_ 

The  life  of  the  hondicapped  can  be  inproved  greo.tly  by  suitable  housing 
c.g.  bungalows . for  the  lane,  or  by  the  modification  of  existing  premises,  as 
in  the  provision  of  ra,nps,  the  v/idening  of  doors  or  the  provision  of  French 
windows  opening  into  a,  garden  or  on  to  a  verandah.  A  wheel  chair  existence 
needs  naxinun  freedom  of  movoD.ent  for  the  chair  if  "confinement  to  barracks" 
is  not  to  be  the  rule  for  the  disa,bled  person,  while  space  for  the  garo.ge 
for  a  motor  cha.ir  is  .another  necessity  in  many  cases. 

Voluntary  Action. 

During  the  year,  a  District  Committee  w.as  formed  of  the  Norfolk 
Association  for  the  Caro  of  the  Handicapped,  two  members  being  also  members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

In  the  district,  126  people  viere  registered  as  diso.bled  with  the  Norfolk 
County  Council  and  of  this  number  some  ^0  odd  were  in  need  of  social  services 
of  v-^.rious  kinds. 

Parties  and  outings  were  arranged  for  those  v/hoso  disablement  prevented 
then  from  t.aking  po.rt  in  norma,!  socia.l  life  and  many  more  were  planned  for 

1957. 

This  is  yet  a.nother  voluntary  movement  for  the  happiness  a.nd  v^ell  being 
of  those  Yiho  would  othcrviise  be  lonely  and  socially  isolated.  It  is  hoped 
that  a.s  ha.ppy  and  lively  a,  family  group  will  develop  axiongst  the  disa.bled  as 
aArea-dy  exists'  in  our  old  people’ s  clubs. 

Gjone^ral  Commenfc 

A  district  ca,n  be  said  to  be  fortunate  indeed  when  it  contains  so  many 
competent  people  with  kind  hearts  who  are  prepared  to  serve  their  fellov/s  in 
these  valua.ble  vi^ays. 

Utopia  will  never  cone  from  statutory  a,ction  aAone,  voluntary  service 
will  aAways  be  needed  to  smooth  the  path  a.nd  lighten  the  loa,d. 


COUrUPY  SERVICES 

The  follovAng  is  a  complete  list  of  Infa.nt  Welfare  Centres  a.nd 
distribution  points  for  NationaA  Welfare  Poods s- 
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GEIIER/X  li^LEFiLRE  SERVICES 


The  County  YfelRnre  Officers  continue  to  provide  general  services 
throughout  the  district. 

In  addition  to  the  heo.dquo^rtcrs  o.t 

Logo,!  Henith  Office,  in?eo,  4> 

Aspinnd  Rond, 

Riverside  Rond, , 

Norwich 

there  is  the  following  context  point  vdiere  ner.ibers  of  the  public  enn  obtnin 
advice 


Birchan  Institute, 

Reephano 

Y/ednesdny  afternoons,  3*30  -  4  PeO, 

G-ERERi'xL  SURVEY 

Tlie  health  of  the  district  ha,s  been  sntisfnctoiy  during  the  year. 

In  spite  of  adverse  iventher  conditions  the  death  rate  even  amongst 
the  elderly  has  reraained  lov/.  .  Infectious  disease  has  not  been  ver^^  prevalent, 
apart  from  one  widespread  .epidemic  of  mild  respiro.tory  disease  v/ith  low 
mortality.  ■ 

Infants  and  young  people  ha,ve  fared  well,  except  for  some  preventable 
accidental  deaths  in  young  males. 

Volunto.ry  action  hex  v/idened  its  scope  to  bring  interest  and  social 
betterment  to  yet  a,nother.  section  of  the  community. 

Preventive  vaccination  hex  begun  for  yet  a.nother  infectious  illness, 
namely  poliomyelitis. 


CONCLUSION 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairm.an  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  unfa.iling  support  o,nd  my 
appreciation  of  the  v/illing  and  enthusiastic  co-operation  of  the  sto.ff. 

I  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  IRET'IE  BoMo  GREEN, 

Medic a.1  Officer  of  Health. 
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The 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 


SENIOR  PUBLIC  IIE/XTH  INSPECTOR 

(li.S.  Ha.v/kins 
A.IAI.S.E.,  C.R.S.I.) 

for  the  yeor  195 6 


I  ha,ve  the  honour  of  presenting  the  following  report o 

NULiEER  OF  INSPECTIONS  IM)  VISITS  lvii'J)E  DURIIJG  IKE  YE/iR 


Inspections  under  the  Ptiblic  HeoAth  Acts  . « « 
Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts 
Inspections  of  noveable  dwellings  ,  ...  ... 

Visits  to  Infectious  disease  co.ses  ...  ... 

Roons  disinfected . . 

Inspections  of  DoAries  .,  ...  ...  ...'  ... 

Inspections  of  Slaughterhouses  ...  . . 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises  .  ...  ...  ... 

Inspections  of  Froctories 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Scavenging  scheme 
Visits  in  connection  vAth  sewer  connections, 


626 

1,275 

6l 

1,2A7 

10 

20 

1,727 

291 

53 

637 


Sewerage  and  UAter  supply 

Visits  for  taking  soxiples  of  watc'r  . .  ... 

Inspections  under  Petroleum  Acts  ..  ...  ...  ... 

Other  visits  interviewing  Ovniers,  etc  ..  . 

Inspections  under  Building  Byelav/s  . 


2,272 

317 

A4- 

648 

3,790 


Total  .  I3j,0_l8 

MEilT  im  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Again  the  inspection  of  neat  demci.nded  the  devotion  of  considerable 
proportions  of  the  Inspectors’  tine.  There  are  Fourteen  slaughterhouses 
in  the  district  md  rat  four  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  meiat  is  prepared 
for  SG,le  by  wholesale. 

During  the  yeo.r,  1,727  visits  were  no.de  to  slo.ughterhouses  G,nd  57,232 
carcases  were  inspected. 

Unfortuno-tely  at  the  four  sLaughterhouses  for  the  Y/holesa,le  na.rket 
sl£iughter  continues  v/ell  into  the  night  c.nd  on  Sa,turdoys  and  Sundays  and, 
in  spite  of  1,289  hours  overtime  being  vrorked,  it  was  found  impossible  to 
inspect  all  the  c.arcases  slaughtered  and  the  number  not  inspected  forms 
an  imposing  total  of  33,249*  It  is  most  dis .appointing  to  ha,ve  to  rmake 
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such  an  adnission  after  so  nuch  tine  o.nd  effort  ha,ve  heen  devoted  to  this 
work  and  there  appears  to  he  no  indication  of  the  position  improving,  in 
fact  the  turnover  at  the  loorgest  slaughterhouse  is  increo-sing.  At  tines 
the  inspectors  have  been  working  up  to  as  late  as  9  p.n.  and  even  then 
slaughtering  has  been  continued.  It  must  be  apprecia.ted  tho.t  neat  inspection 
involves  responsibility  o.nd  becomes  exacting  work,  particulo>,rly  when  of 
necessity  it  must  be  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  day. 

Under  existing  conditions  complete  inspection  is  quite  beyond  the 
capacity  of  the  staff.  In  this  district  there  is  very  much  more  than  the 
avero.ge  proportion  of  sla-ughtering,  and  the  provision  of  an  adequate  stoff 
to  ensure  complete  inspection  would  prove  to  be  a  heavy  commitment.  A 
solution  to  the  problem  could  be  more  centroAisa,tion,  o,nd  control  of  the 
hours,  of  slaughtering;  but  no  doubt  justifiable  objections  could  be  raised 
to  such  0.  solution  as,  after  all,  slaughterhouse  proprietors  are  faced  v/ith 
a  demand  which  must  be  met. 

So  much  o,ttention  has  ha,d  to  be  devoted  to  meat  inspection  that 
inspections  of  retail  shops  c,nd  other  food  premises  has  been  somev/hat 
restricted.  The  number  of  inspections  of  premiises  where  food  is  sold  or 
prepo-red  is  311. 

The  follov/ing  table  gives  particulars  of  the  co.rcases  inspected  and 
those  found  to  be  affected  with  disease.  The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned 
was  46  tons  13  cwts.  and  37  lbs. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

C  oxjs 

CoV7S 

CoAves 

Sheep 

& 

Lar.ib  s 

Pigs 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

8,336 

17,8-44 

7,467 

56,631 

Number  inspected 

6,145 

224 

3,203 

3,288 

42,371 

All  diseo.ses  except 
Tuberculqsis_& 

Cysticerci 

Y/hole  co.r cases 
condem.ned 

2 

6 

14 

12 

120 

Carco.ses  of  v/hich  somie 
part  or  organ  wa,s 
condemned 

1,073 

69 

14 

176 

4,406 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 

cysticerci  17*49^  33.49?^  0.87^  3.36^  10 ,697° 
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Ca.ttle 

Sheep 

Excluding 

Cov/s 

Calves 

& 

Pigs 

Cows 

Lamb  s 

Tuberculosis_  orAy: 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

18 

8 

3 

— 

3 

Ca.rca.ses  of  vmich  some 
pa.rt  or  orga.n  was 
condermed 

405 

43 

2 

622 

Percentage  of  the 
,  number  inspected 
affected  v/ith 
tuberculosis 

6.88fo 

Z2.77fo 

0.16^ 

1.48^ 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
pa,rt  or  organ  v/as 
condemned 

34 

1 

Ca.r causes  submitted  to 
tre.atmcint  by 
refrigeration 

34 

1 

Generalised  a.nd 
tota.lly  condemned 

. 

In  addition  the  follov/ing  other  foods  were  condemned 
603  tins  of  food.  217^1hs,  of  cheese.  3271'bs.  of  Bacon. 

FOOD  idID  DRUGS  ACT,  1935 

The  follov/ing  are  the  numhers  and  types  of  Food  premises  registered 
under  Section  I6  of  the  Act 


Sa.usa.ge 

madcing 

27 

MeaA  products 

17 

Sale  of 

Ice  Cream 

103 

During  the  year  21  sojnples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken  for  examination  and 
of  these  19  were  not  decolourised  a.t  the  end  of  4  hours  ojid  passed  the  test 
1  was  decolourised  in  4  hours  and  the  other  was  decolourised  at  the  end  of 
half  an  hour. 


MILK  mi)  DAIRIES,  REGULATIONS 
The  number  of  Dairies  registered  is  14- 
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I'ilLK  SPECI/il  DESIGNATIONS  REGULATIONS 


The  follovD.ng  Licences  were  grnnted  during  the  year  : - 
Pasteurised 


(a)  Dealers  Licences 

(b)  Dealers  Supplencntary  Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested 

(a)  Dealers  Licences  . 

(b)  Dealers  Supplementary  Licences 


8 
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The  County  Council  issued  licences  in  respect  of  3  Pasteurising  plants 
in  the  district. 


HOUSING 

Progress  v/as  made  in  the  Slum  Clearance  programe  during  the  year.  The 
Sub-Cor.ir.iittee  inspected  104  houses  in  the  parishes  of  Aylshm  and  Reephan. 

The  follov/ing  is  a  Sunnary  of  the  v/ork  done 


Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  28 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 

v/ere  quashed  on  appeal  .  1 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Undertakings  not 
to  relet  \/ero ,  o^cceptecL  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nuraber  of  houses  rcpoAred  after  Undertodd.ngs  v/ere  given  ...  3 

Number  of  houses  included  in  proposed  Clearo.nce  iireas  ...  44 

Number  of  condemned  houses  vacated . . . . .  14 

Number  of  houses  demolished  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  houses  still  under  consideration  at  the  end. 
of  the  year  .  . . .  54 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  54  condemned  houses  still  occupied. 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  in  respect  of  40  houses  were 
received  o.nd  grants  amounting  to  £8,936«10.  0.  yjctq  authorised  in  respect 
of  28  houses.  Grants  v/erc  not  made  in  respect  of  13  houses  which  did  not 
comply  v/ith  the  required  stando.rd,  and  applico^tions  in  respect  of  5  houses 
were  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Improvements  were 
completed  at  21  houses. 

The  number  of  ne'w  houses  completed  in  the  district  was  479 >  ^^-nd  of 
these  47  were  Council  houses.  A  further  370  houses  were  in  course  of  erection 
a.t  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  33  Licences  to  sto.tion  and  use  c.aro.vans  as  dv/ellings 
were  issued. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


During  the  year  water  nains  were  extended  in  the  parishes  of  Felthorpe 
and  YiTood  Balling.  At  Felthorpe  the  length  of  nev/  main  was  750  lineo,!  y?.rds 
and  provided  a  supply  to  the  main  centre  of  the  village.  The  length  of 
nains  at  Wood  Balling  v/a,s  321  lineal  y.ards  and  provided  a  supply  to  the 
School  and  makes  provision  for  supplying  tliree  farms. 

In  March  commencem.ent  was  made  on  Stage  I  of  the  Western  /irea  V/ater 
Supply  Scheme  which  includes  the  provision  of  Head  works j  Storage  reservoir 
and  mains  to  supply  the  parishes  of  Booton,  ■  Cawston,  Reepham  and  Salle, 
dood  progress  had  "been  made  and  15,000  yards  of  mains  had  "been  loAd  hy  the 
end  of  the  year. 

So.nples  of  v/ater  for  examination  are  taken  regularly  from  the  under¬ 
takings  operated  hy  the  Council  and  the  Council  Housing  Estcites,  while 
samples  from  other  sources  are  taken  as  considered  to  he  necessary. 
Altogether  317  samples  of  v/a-ter  were  ta.ken  during  the  yea.r.  There  were  not 
any  ca.ses  of  shortage  of  water  found  or  reported  during  the  year. 


SKYERAiGE 

Except  for  corxpletion  of  installa.tion  of  machinery  a.nd  electricity  a,t 
three  puniping  stations,  the  sewera.ge  scheme  for  Sprowston  was  completed  hy 
the  end  of  thd  year.  The  ma.in  pumping  station  .was  put  into  opera.tion  in 
October  a,nd  hy  the  end  of  the  year  236  properties  ha.d  heen  connected  to  the 
sewer.  '  '  ■ 

At  Reephaxi  work  on  the  nev^r  sewerage  scheme  v/a.s  commenced  in  June  and 
hy  the  end  of  the  yea.r  good  progress  hc.d  heen  na.de  in  the  construction  of 
the  sewa.ge  disposa.l  v/orks  .:n.d  the  la.ying  of  the  sewers  wa.s  about  to  he 
cor.:r'enced. 


SCiiVENGIITG 

■V  •. 

The  normal  scavenging  ser\'ice  consists  of  the  collection  of  house 
refuse  weekly  in  31  pa.rishes  a.nd  fortnightly  in  17  pc.rishes.  There  is  also 
a  weekly  collection  of  night  soil  throughout  the  district  with  a.  tv^-ice 
weekly  collection  where  there  is  a.  specia.l  need.  In  addition  there  is  a. 
cesspool  eiaptying  service  ava.ilahle  for  which  a.  cha.rge  is  made,  hut,  a 
contribution  is  a.lso  made  out  of  the  ra.tes. 

The  service  demands  the  daily  use  of  5  vehicles  for  house  refuse 
collection,  4  for  night  soil  collection  and  4  cesspool  enptiers.  In  addition 
there  are  3  spare  vehicles  for  use  as  needed.  The  number  of  workmen  employed 
is  31- 

The  norma,!  service  v/a.s  ma.intained  until  November,  v;hen  there  v/as  the 
need  a.nd  duty  to  reduce  the  consur.'.ption  of  petrol,  and  in  fact  the  supply 
of  this  v/as  restricted.  In  these  circumstances  it  v/as  imipossihle  to 
maintain  the  full  service  and  however  regretta.hle,  it  was  a  situation  that 
had  to  he  met,  hut  with  the  minim.um  risk  of  da.nger  to  public  health. 
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It  wc.s  considered  that  the  onintenance  of  v/nter  supplies  and  sev/erage,  the 
collection  of  night  soil  and  cesspool  emptying  had  priority  and  that  the 
'least  evil’  v/as  a  reduction  in  the  collection  of  house  refuse.  Accordingly 
the  collection  of  house  refuse  was  restricted  to  a  fortnightly  collection 
throughout  the  district.  Many  and  very  strong  complaints  v/ere  quickly 
received.  It  v/a,s  a  regrettable  circum.stance  hut  perlio.ps  did  draw  some 
attention  to  the  value  of  this  and  other  services  provided  and  maintained 
hy  a  local  authority^  v/hich  appears  to  he  not  fully  realised  until  they 
are  restricted. 

iJ.though  sewers  have  recently  been  provided  in  Aylsham  and  the  sewerage 
of  part  of  Sprowston  was  o.lLiost  com.pleted,  there  v/as  no  falling  off  of  the 
demand  for  the  cesspool  emptying  service  and  during  the  year  8,592  loads 
v/ere  removed  from  cesspools  compared  with  8,50?  loa,ds  for  the  previous 
yeo.r. 


BUILDINd  BYELiAlS 

During  the  year  1,004  plans  of  proposed  buildings  were  subriitted.  In 
addition  to  the  examination  of  the  plans,  frequent  inspections  are  made  of 
the  buildings  during  erection. 


BAKErlOUSES 

There  are  20  bakehouses  in  the  district.  It  was  not  necessary  to  serve 
any  notices  in  connection  yn.th  these  premises. 


PREVElfflON  OF  Di'JvAC-E  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

During  the  yeo.r  the  Rat-catcher  visited  premises  ojid  treated  633 

premises  v/here  rats  and  mice  were  found.  The  number  of  reports  received  of 
infestation  was  132.  No  case  of  serious  infesto.tion  was  found  and  there  was 
no  need  for  the  exercise  of  sto.tutory  pov/ers. 


In  conclusion,  I  should  again  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  their  support  and  also  to  express  my  appreciation  to  all  members  of  the 
sto.ff  for  their  efficient  co-operation. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  HeSo  HAlHaNS. 
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